About Nutcracker

HISTORY

“..what comes out is colorless, dry, hasty and wretched. ..| am deeply convinced that nothing
good will come out of all my excessive efforts, either for the theatre or me."

These are Tchaikovsky's words written in 1891 about one of his most enduring ballets while struggling
with the composition which presented numerous difficulties. But before you rush to the box office to
return your tickets, Tchaikovsky's last word on Nutcracker is his music and his music belies his written
words. The difficulties presented by a libretto that does not have the traditional dramatic elements
found in most ballets and operas were overcome by composing a score that creates a childlike
atmosphere. The story is originally from a tale by E.T.A. Hoffman. The ballet libretto synopsis follows:

ACT ONE

On Christmas Eve, a time when dreams may become reality, the Stahlbaum Family prepares for their
holiday party. When the guests arrive the children run to admire the beautiful Christmas tree and
examine the shiny packages. Claras's Godfather, Herr Drosselmeyer, arrives and delights the guests
with mechanical dolls he has invented. Drosselmeyer presents Clara with a special gift, a Nutcracker
Doll. Clara is fascinated with her Nutcracker and shows it to all her friends. Her brother, Fritz, becomes
jealous of the attention Clara receives and tries to take the Nutcracker from her. During the struggle
the Nutcracker breaks. Drosselmeyer repairs the broken Nutcracker by making a bandage from his
handkerchief. He promises Clara that if she takes good care of the Nutcracker he will be better in the
morning.

Soon after the party comes to an end. The guests bid good night to their hosts and take their tired
children home. Clara awakens during the night and tiptoes downstairs to check on her Nutcracker.
She notices an ominous shadow on the wall. Drosselmeyer appears and casts a spell on Clara. Soon
the living room is filled with large darting mice and the Christmas tree grows taller and the Nutcracker
comes to life. A battle ensues between the mice and their evil Mouse King, and Fritz's toy soldiers led
by the Nutcracker. Fearing that the Nutcracker is losing the battle, Clara throws a shoe at the Mouse
King and he is transformed into a tiny mouse. Clara discovers that her Nutcracker Prince has been
mortally wounded.

Clara grieves for her beloved Nutcracker. Suddenly Drosselmeyer appears and the Nutcracker revives
and appears as a handsome prince. Drosselmeyer sends Clara and her Nutcracker Prince off into the
snowy night to begin their magnificent adventure.

15 min. Intermission

ACT TWO

The Nutcracker Prince takes Clara to the magical Kingdom of Sweets where they are greeted by
Drosselmeyer who presents her with a vast array of mechanical dolls. To Clara’s delight, the dolls
are transformed into people representing a variety of nations. Each of the representatives present
Clara and her Prince with a sweet treat from their nation. Clara and her Prince join in the festivities by
dancing with the lovely blossoms in the Waltz of the Flowers. Clara is surprised to see members of the
kingdom drifting away. As her dream comes to an end she is awaken by her mother.
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